








able to advise you about the best age and time
to have this done.

Seek the advice of your vet before breeding
your guinea pig and take all reasonable steps to
ensure that you will be able to provide the care
required during pregnancy, as well as finding
suitable homes for the pups before your guinea
pig is bred.

Wherever possible, all interactions with guinea
pigs should take place at ground level. If it is
necessary to pick up a guinea pig, only an adult
or responsible older child should do this.

Guinea pigs should be handled appropriately
and not placed on their backs or picked up by
the scruff of their neck. Two hands must be
used to support larger or adult guinea pigs.

Use positive reinforcement training to help
your guinea pig willingly participate in home
husbandry, grooming and vet visits. Seek advice
from a qualified trainer who can help you teach
cooperative care and management techniques.
away.

Guinea pig teeth should be regularly checked to
ensure they are not overgrown or misaligned.
Never attempt to treat or trim your guinea pig's
teeth at home, only a vet should correct these
problems.



How to
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Guinea pigs are sociable animals that need,
and enjoy, the companionship of at least one
other friendly guinea pigs. Consequently,
many guinea pigs do not like being alone
and may suffer if left without company or
enrichment.

Guinea pigs usually get on well with other
guinea pigs when they have been neutered and
properly introduced. Other species, such as
rabbits, are not suitable companions for guinea

pigs.

Guinea pigs that have been incorrectly
introduced to other guinea pigs, or have been
housed with an incompatible guinea pig, may
be afraid and develop behavioural issues
resulting from these experiences. These guinea
pigs may be harder to successfully introduce to
a new companion guinea pig, however, efforts
should still be made to do so.

Guinea pigs get to know the people with
whom they regularly interact and can trust.
They can become confused and distressed if
the behaviour of people is inconsistent and
unpredictable. Provide your guinea pig with
regular opportunities to interact with friendly
people. Ensure those handling your guinea pig
do so gently and do not frighten them or pick
them up by their scruff.

It is never acceptable to frighten a guinea
pig, cause pain, injure or encourage them to
behave aggressively by teasing or tormenting
them.

rovide the right companionship
or your guinea pig

What you should do

Guinea pigs should be kept with at least

one other compatible guinea pig. Good
combinations include a neutered male and
one or more females, two females or neutered
brothers, if they've been reared together.

Guineas pigs should be introduced gradually
on neutral territory, paying attention to the
behaviour of both individual guinea pigs at

all times. If chasing, fighting or mounting
behaviour occurs regularly, talk to your vet who
may be able to refer you to a clinical animal
behaviourist.

Guinea pigs should be provided with the
biggest area possible that allows them to be




near, and apart from, their companions and
express natural behaviours such as sprawling,
stretching out, ‘popcorning’ and climbing.

Provide sufficient resources for all guinea pigs
e.g. toys, bedding, toilet areas and hiding places
and give them enough space so they can get
away from one another if they want to.

You should ensure that guinea pigs in your care
have opportunities to positively interact with
people every day. Guinea pigs must have space
when meeting people so they can choose to
move away if they become overwhelmed. Do
not restrain them and insist they are petted, as
this can create a fear response.

Be consistent, kind, and gentle in the way

you, your family, and friends, react to your

guinea pigs. Never leave your guinea pigs
unsupervised with another animal or person
who may harm or frighten them, such as young
children who may unintentionally do this.

When you are away, make sure your guinea pig
is properly cared for by a responsible person.
When someone else is looking after your
guinea pig they also have a legal responsibility
to ensure its welfare, and you should ensure
that they understand its needs and any special
requirements that it may have.

If your guinea pig shows signs of fear or
aggression, calmly remove them from the
situation and seek advice from a vet, veterinary
nurse, or ethical trainer or behaviourist.




How to

How a guinea pigs behaves is individual

and depends on their age, breed or type,
breeding, rearing and past experiences.
Guinea pigs are active, playful, sociable
animals and need to live with another guinea

pig.

Guinea pigs are intelligent animals and can
suffer from boredom and loneliness. If your
guinea pigs are not mentally and physically
stimulated, they will suffer and engage in stress
behaviours e.g. such as chewing their bars or

nipping.

Aggressive displays or changes in behaviour,
including hiding or dietary changes, may
indicate that something is wrong with the
guinea pig's physical and mental health.

Guinea pigs experience a range of emotions
including happiness, anxiety, fearfulness,

and anger. How they behave and their body
language can help you understand what they
are feeling and whether they are physically and
mentally fit and healthy.

Guinea pigs' natural behaviours include digging,
foraging, hiding, running and standing up on
their hind limbs. They must be able to perform
all these behaviours in their enclosure.

What you should do:

Make sure your guinea pigs receive enough
mental, social and physical stimulation to satisfy
their individual behavioural needs.

Provide your guinea pigs with safe enrichment
items and regular opportunities to interact with

provide your guinea pig’s
behavioural needs

friendly people.

Make sure your guinea pigs have permanent
access to their exercise area so they can stay
fit, happy and healthy.

Guinea pigs are crepuscular, meaning they are
most active at dawn, dusk and overnight. Keep
feeding times, cage cleaning and interactions
to these times when your guinea pig is most
active.

Ensure your guinea pigs are able to rest
undisturbed when they want to. Don't house
them in areas that have lots of activity during
the day.

Guinea pigs need access to safe and secure
hiding/resting places that they can access at
all times. There should be one hiding place
per guinea pig and one spare. These should all
have more than one entrance/exit to prevent
guinea pigs from being trapped inside or
prevented from entering.

Make sure your guinea pigs can reach all the
things they need (e.g. bedding, food, water,
toilet areas, toys) without having to get too
close to things, people or other animals that
may scare them. For multiple guinea pigs in an
enclosure, they should be provided with one of
everything each.

Never shout at or punish your guinea pigs.
They will not understand and will just become
more nervous or scared. You should only use
positive reward-based training.

Early life experiences can affect how guinea



pigs behave. Guinea pigs should be very slowly
and gently handled when they are young and
allowed to experience other everyday noises
and stimuli that they will likely face when older.
Build their trust by letting them come to you.

injured and you should seek advice from a vet. * Making purring, chutting, squeaks, or
whistle noises

Showing affection, such as licking

Understanding guinea pig + Being playful and energetic
behaviour . Pl

It is important to observe body language in

. |
context. Almost all behaviours, when observed

on their own, could mean a number of different Behaviours which may be associated
things in different contexts. with stress include:

You should know the behaviour of your + Making distress vocalisations (unusual
guinea pig when it is fit and healthy and be to them)

able to recognise and understand the signs + Hiding to avoid being touched or
your guinea pig, and others, use when they feeling vulnerable

are worried, distressed, frightened or feeling . Excessive cleaning or chewing of their
unwell. feet, flanks and fur

Changes to their feeding or toileting
habits

Here are some signs to look out for that may
show your guinea pig is happy:distressed,
frightened or feeling unwell.

Over-drinking or not drinking.

Reluctance to move or a change in
movement, or

Repetitive movements, such as racing
back and forth, jumping up

Displaying more aggressive
communication such as biting

An absence of behaviour normal for
the individual

If their behaviour changes or becomes a
problem they could be distressed, bored, il
or injured and you should seek advice from a
vet or other suitably qualified guinea pig care
specialist.
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A guinea pig needs a safe and secure place
within a vehicle that is large enough for it to

stand, stretch and turn around comfortably.

The vehicle must maintain a comfortable
temperature in the space where the guinea pig
is kept.

Never leave an animal in a vehicle in direct
strong sunshine or high temperatures. The

temperature inside a car in full sun on a hot
day can quickly rise to double the temperature
outside, leading rapidly to distress for any
animal in the vehicle. Overheating, distress, and
suffering is likely when the temperature goes
above 250C for more than a few minutes.

Provide a secure carrier, for your guinea pig
that is large enough for them to comfortably
stand up, turn around and stretch.

Don't transport your guinea pig in a way that it
could come to harm, e.g. whilst unrestrained in
a vehicle with the windows wide open.

Do not leave your guinea pig unattended in
situations, or for periods of time that are likely
to cause them distress or render them unsafe




This Code of Recommendation
applies to all guinea pigs.

The purpose of the Code is to provide practical guidance to help you to comply with the
provisions set out under Section 8 of the Animal Welfare (Guernsey) Ordinance 2012 (weblink

to the Ordinance). It does not tell you precisely how to care for your guinea pig, but it does
summarise important things you should know and what to do when making decisions about how
best to care for your guinea pig.

A failure to comply with the Code of Recommendations may be relied upon in court as tending to
establish liability for failing to meet the duty of care.

If you are unsure about anything to do with the care and welfare of your guinea pig, you should

always seek advice from an expert such as a veterinary surgeon or “other suitably qualified”
specialists. These are people who hold the qualifications and experience to provide expert advice
on guinea pig welfare and behaviour.
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